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Teaching with Technology – PNHS Does Docs 
 
Jeanna Walker, Media Specialist at Portage Northern High 
School, is our resident Google Docs expert.  This fall she 
embarked on a collaborative project with the PNHS’s 
freshmen American History students, American History 
Teachers Kim Palmer and Stacie Phillips, and Western 
Michigan University’s Haworth College of Business - 
Department of Business Information Systems (BIS) 
professors and students.  Their goal?  To explore key 
elements of immigration into the United States through 
the use of research, organization, and presentation 
techniques.  
 
The students worked collaboratively in groups of 4 using 
Google Docs, Google Chat, and Gmail as they used online 
and print resources to obtain knowledge of the essential 
questions:  

• Should the United States government have restricted 
immigration in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s? 

• Should the United States government restrict 
immigration today?  

The students analyzed, evaluated and presented their 
findings to the class in a Socratic Seminar.  Western 
Michigan University’s BIS students assisted us in our 
instruction in the use of collaborative online tools. 
 
Another project was also developed for the PNHS 
American History classes. The students worked in 
collaborative teams to research the deployment of the 
atomic bomb in World War II. Using primary and 
secondary sources, the students formed teams to debate, 
in a Socratic Seminar format, the pros and cons of the 
actions of President Truman, as if they were his advisors. 

  

 
Western Michigan University’s BIS students and professors 
supplemented our instruction in the use of Google online 
collaborative tools and Prezi. 
 
We continue to partner with the Western Michigan University 
School of Business to develop a model for online collaboration 
and skill and capability development. We are assessing student 
engagement with these projects, a first in our district.   
 
Jeanna Walker recently attended the Michigan Association for 
Media in Education conference in Lansing where she was 
named to the executive board of the association.  
Congratulations Jeanna! 

 

 

Jeanna Walker worked with several classes of Portage Northern  

High School students on a project involving Google Docs.   

Students learned how to research, write, collaborate  

and critique all in real time. 

 

 

Technology Bond Update 
 

It was a busy summer for Portage Public Schools.  Many visible and behind the scenes changes occurred this summer and into 
the beginning of the school year.  Here are a few of the highlights. 

• Central High School: New school completed with TEC systems installed in all teaching spaces.  Security cameras and 
signage installed. 

• Northern High School: TECs installed and updates completed in the rest of NHS.  Signage installed. 

• Technology Enhanced Classrooms (TECs) installed at Amberly, Angling Road, Central Elementary, Haverhill and 
Moorsbridge. 

• The Technology and Training Center (formerly Waylee Elementary) was renovated and now houses four 
training/conference rooms including a fully equipped computer lab.  It is also the new home for the Technology 
Department. 

 



 

Technology Bond Update  

(Continued from Pg 1) 
 
In addition to all the building and bond work, there were also 
several changes to our network and our gradebook/sis 
software. 

• Server change for all student accounts 

• Google accounts created for all PPS staff and students 
to facilitate instruction, learning, and collaboration. 

o Students: firstname.lastname@portageps.org 
o Staff: firstinitiallastname@portageps.org  

• New student passwords to facilitate Google accounts 
and a secure network. 

• Upgrade to Pinnacle 8.x software for the Gradebook 

• New phone system roll out completed 

• Increased internet capacity by 33% 

 

 

 

Kim Robinson at Angling Road Elementary enjoys using the new TEC with her 

first grade students. Kim points out that, “My first graders are more focused and 

engaged when I use the TEC. It also helps me to be more organized in my lesson 

planning and preparation.” 

Meet the Tech Staff: Julie Kienbaum 
 

Julie Kienbaum is our help 
desk coordinator.  She is the 
calming voice on the other 
end of the line when you call 
the help desk in frustration 
because something isn’t 
working quite right on your 
computer.  Julie also 
manages help desk tickets 
sent to the technology 
department via help@portageps.org.  Julie has worked at Portage 
Public Schools for 20 years, the last three years at the technology 
help desk.  Julie enjoys being able to help the PPS staff with their 
technology questions.  She enjoys reading and spending time with 
family.  Julie is an indispensible member of our technology team here 
at PPS and we are very lucky to have her. 
 
Julie’s Tech Tip: 

“No thanks necessary.”  Don’t get me wrong, we love to hear it but 
would you please “Forward” any message of appreciation outside 
the RT/Help ticketing system and send it directly to the individual 
that assisted you?   If you “Reply” to a message generated through 
our ticketing system, it reopens a closed ticket and you will get yet 
another message in your Inbox from the system when we re-close 
the ticket again.  Then, we get the occasional reply, “Why did I get 
another message?”, then we reply, and then you say “thank you” 
and round-and-round it goes!  Any email messages addressed To.. or 
Cc.. to the RT system or “Help” on a resolved RT ticket, reopens the 
ticket.  Messages from the RT system have “[portageps.org #11111]…” 
text in the email Subject line. 
 

 

 After School Technology 

Trainings 

Secondary Trainings begin at 3:30 and Elementary 

at 4:30 for each date listed.  All trainings are 45 

minutes long and you will receive Professional 

Development time for attending. 

• January 10 – Google Docs Basic: What is it? 

• January 17 – Google Docs: Creating quizzes, 

surveys and more with Google Forms 

• January 31 – Google Docs: Presentation – A 

collaborative alternative to PowerPoint 

 

There will be no scheduled trainings in December, 

but Jessica Winstanley and Kelly Jensenius will be 

more than happy to schedule individual or small 

group trainings, as needed, throughout the month.  

You may email them at jwinstanley@portageps.org 

or kjensenius@portageps.org 
 

To learn more about the classes, view the training 

calendar, download the training handouts and 

register for the classes, go to: 

http://techtraining.site.portageps.org 
 

WHEN COMING TO THE TTC FOR TRAINING,  

REMEMBER YOUR KEY FOB.  YOU WILL NEED IT TO  

ENTER THE BUILDING. 

 

 

Portage Public Schools - Technology and Training Center  

8107 Mustang Dr 

Portage, Michigan 49002 

269.323.5100 

help@portageps.org  

 

 

Tech Training Website: http://techtraining.site.portageps.org 

Technology Integration SharePoint: 

https://sharepoint2.portageps.org/Curriculum/TechIntegration/default

.aspx  

 


