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One-to-One Computing: Google Chromebooks 
 

The third grade students in Todd Chappa’s class at Lake Center Elementary are getting quite the reward this year for 
successfully completing their MEAP test.  Their class is going to be piloting a set of Google Chromebooks.  
Chromebook computers are mini-laptop style devices that run the Chrome operating system.  This system is entirely 
web-based, so programs like our Google Apps, and IXL run great on these machines.  Students can easily access 
Apps chosen from the Chrome Web Store as well as website links designated by their teacher, like the response 
system website Socrative (www.socrative.com).  Other advantages of the Chromebooks are they have a quick 8 
second startup time and a battery life that will easily last through an entire day of learning.    
 
These lightweight computers can easily be shared 
in a classroom because everything on them is 
stored in “the cloud.”  In order for students to 
activate their unique files and settings, all they have 
to do is login with their Google email 
(firstname.lastname@portageps.org) and their 
Portage network password. Chromebooks also 
update at each sign in so they are always up to date 
and running the most current software.  Unlike 
iPads, Chromebooks come with a complete 
keyboard and mouse pad (they are not touchscreen 
devices) which allows students to easily create and 
share documents and presentations.  They can also 
be used to teach keyboarding which is a key 
component in the third grade curriculum.  
 
We will continue to follow Mr. Chappa’s class this year 
as they go through the trials and tribulations of their 
Chromebook pilot.  We are looking forward to seeing 
what we can all learn about this 1-to-1 option.  
 

The TEC Experience: Success in Transition 
 
After several years of transitioning from standard classrooms to technology enhanced classrooms, the middle 
schools here in Portage have finally joined the ranks. Some of our teachers have hit the ground running and are 
doing incredible things, for others there has been a learning curve and a shift in perspective on how instruction in 
this new classroom might look. 
 
Well, at West Middle school, Linda Holzwarth is one of those teachers whose perspective of the classroom went 
through a definite shift. Linda has been catering to the visual learner in her classroom for years. Through the use of 
a document camera, projector, and overhead screen she has previously delivered a variety of engaging lessons.  
 
Article Continues on Page 2 

This is a photo of the kiddos working on math, using the Chromebook 
in place of the textbook. Other students are in Scootpad or 
Keyboarding. Things move so much quicker and time is used more 
effectively!  ~Todd Chappa 
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With the change in technology Linda was finding difficulty. What 
she had worked so well. For those of you who do not know 
Linda, she is one of those teachers who connects with her 
students in a very real way and who puts her entire heart and 
soul into everything that she does for her students. So for her to 
struggle providing her best to her students, she felt as though 
she was failing. “Technology became a monster in the 
classroom.” Linda contacted us at the technology department 
and with some support and a couple of modifications she was 
able to begin moving forward with her new TEC. Soon she was 
contacting us saying, “Today I have a PowerPoint, YouTube 
video, Word document, online pronunciation website, and the 
camera all set up for use during my classes.  What fun!” 
 
Linda attributes her new found success to two things:  

1) When, upon request, her TEC unit was adapted for a 
left-hander 

2) The support of the Technology Integration Specialists.  
She realized that she needed to continue to learn and to not be 
afraid of new things. Technology has now become a challenge 
and not a stumbling block. “It was like a light went off!” And 
now her students are seeing, through her, how infectious 
learning can be. “They can see what it is like to try something 
new.” 
 
Linda’s advice for teachers: “Don’t be afraid to try something new and if it doesn’t work, ask questions because 
there is always someone willing to help. Don’t be afraid to lean on our Tech Teachers as they can provide you a 
personal lesson. That’s huge. That’s what got me started.” Go, Linda!  
 

Meet the Tech Staff: Alyssa Medd 
 

Alyssa Medd is our Data Systems Analyst for the Technology department.  This is Alyssa’s first year 
at PPS.  Prior to coming to Portage, she worked at Bronson Hospital and was an integral part of 
the acquisition data systems project for Bronson Battle Creek and handled process improvements 
within the tech department.  Alyssa handles a major part of our data systems, including 
Gradebook and SIS.  She is also in charge of making sure all our student information is loaded into 
a variety of our district programs.  
 
When not at PPS Alyssa spends time going to soccer practice for her  4 year old daughter, 
Whitney, and telling her 19 month old son, Titan, that he does not have to live up to his name at 
this young age . When she is not tending to her kids, she and her husband enjoy dinner at Bold or 

Five Guys. When she is not tending to her kids or going to dinner, Alyssa also spends time working on her Tech Start-up 
company.  Alyssa is a valuable member of our technology team here at PPS and we are very lucky to have her. 
 
Alyssa’s Tech Tip: 
Alyssa’s tech tip is very simple and worth repeating over and over.  We must remember that with the constantly changing 
world of technology, we are all students.  
“When it comes to technology admitting that you don’t know something means you have a higher chance of knowing 
more in the future, if you say it out loud, a teacher might hear you.” 

Linda Holzwarth showing off her new TEC in her 
classroom at West Middle School.  After a few tweaks 
and lots of perseverance, Linda is using her TEC like a 
pro! 



iTunes U: Delivering Lessons and Teaching from the Cloud 
 
For years we have been hearing, “Technology will cut down on paper.” We all know how laughable that reality has 
been. Well, in one teacher’s classroom the need for paper really is almost nonexistent. Rick Searing, at Northern 
High School, is running his class in “the cloud.” In fact, during the network/internet outage that we experienced a 
few weeks ago, Rick’s class functioned with “No phones, copiers, Internet, or district technology...” and was “...no 

problem.” That is because Rick is using iTunes U (University) to 
disseminate classroom materials to his students and they access that 
information with a multitude of their own internet-enabled devices. 
 
In iTunes U, Rick has set up a class titled, IB History of the Americas. 
Rick’s students then subscribe to this class through a variety of portals. 
The best way for students to access the class is through the use of an 
iPad or iPhone.  Of course, not all students have access to these 
devices; however, they are also able to connect to iTunes U through 
their PCs, Macs, or Android devices through the iTunes Software. 
Currently, there are 167 subscribers, 46 of which are students. The 
remainder of subscribers consists of a smattering of parents and other 
individuals from around the globe.  
 

The beauty of running his IB course through iTunes U is that Rick can 
easily upload audio, podcasts, music, video, PDFs, anything that will help 
his students understand the course better. And when he does, the 
students are sent a notification that new materials are available. Believe it 
or not, this notification means that many of his students have already 
reviewed lesson materials prior to the start of class which allows for a 
deeper, richer discussion of the content.  
 
Another piece of technology that Rick utilizes within his classroom is 
Turnitin.com. Through this portal, he is able to collect assignments, 
perform rubric-based grading, and comment directly on student work, all 
digitally. By integrating each of these tools into his classroom, Rick has 
created a virtually paper-free classroom. “Deeply integrated technology 
like this has rejuvenated my classroom, forced me to reanalyze my approach to classroom instruction, and has had a 
noticeable positive impact for the students in my class.”  “When I introduced the iTunes U to parents at open house 

I expected a lot of resistance, but instead what I found is, ‘why aren’t more 
teachers doing this?’” 
 
The only downfall to iTunes U is that in order to administer the course the 
user must work through either a Mac Desktop or Macbook. PC users cannot 
create and maintain courses through iTunes U. Now, as a reader, one might 
say “This sounds great, but I do not have access to a Mac device.” It is 
important to focus our attention on the concepts within this article, rather 
than the technology itself. There are other ways and other tools that can be 
accessed to develop a similar model for using technology in the classroom. 
And better yet, your Technology Integration Specialists are here to provide 
you with the knowledge and assistance necessary to add these components t 

your classroom. 
 
Reaching students in the deepest, most effective way with the technology they use every day is powerful and 
deserves our attention.   



Technology and Training Center (TTC) is now the New Administration Building 

The TTC has been going through quite a metamorphosis this school year.  Through lots of construction dust a new 
Administration building is emerging.  Most of the departments from the old Administration building have now 
moved to the TTC and are setting up shop.  The technology department main office is now located in the old 
Training Room B right next to the computer lab.  Here you will find Dan Vomastek (Tech Director), Joan Herson 
(Tech Secretary), Julie Kienbaum (Help Desk), Alyssa Medd (Data Systems Specialist), Paul Murray (Tech 
Integration) and Jessica Winstanley (Tech Integration).  As always, we are here to help you in any way with your 
technology needs and are only a phone call or email away. 

If coming to the new building, parking is available in the lot facing CHS and in the lot on the North side of the 
building.  If you enter through the door by the loading dock on the North side of the building, you will need your 
key fob to enter. 

After School Technology Training 
 
Are you interested in honing your technology skills during our afterschool classes?  If so, check out the complete list of trainings, 
learn more about the classes, view the training calendar, download the training handouts and register for the classes, by going to: 
http://techtraining.site.portageps.org 
 
Secondary Trainings begin at 3:15 and Elementary at 4:15 for each date listed.  All trainings are about 60 minutes long and you will 
receive Professional Development time for attending. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to let Paul Murray (pmurray@portageps.org) or Jessica Winstanley 
(jwinstanley@portageps.org) know. 

• November 8, 2012 @ 4:15-5:15 pm: Newsletters - Want some ways to spruce up your newsletters using 
Word or Publisher 2010? Want to learn how to change your document into a PDF so parents can read them 
on all their devices? This class is for you! 

• November 15, 2012 @ 3:15 – 4:15 pm: Open Lab Time - Come get help on whatever project/program you 
are currently working on. 

• November 28, 2012 @ 3: 15 - 4:15 pm and 4:15-5:15 pm: Google Sites - Have you ever wanted a better way 
to communicate with your parents and students? Have you heard eBoards are going away and want to learn 
the alternative? Come to Google Sites training and begin creating your own classroom web presence. 

• November 29, 2012 @ 3:15 - 4:15 pm and 4:15 – 5:15 pm: Google Blogger- Have you ever wanted a better 
way to communicate with your parents and students? Have you heard eBoards are going away and want to 
learn the alternative? Come to Google Blogger training and begin creating your own classroom blog. 
 

 
WHEN COMING TO THE NEW ADMIN/TTC FOR TRAINING,  

REMEMBER YOUR KEY FOB.  YOU WILL NEED IT TO  
ENTER THE BUILDING’S NORTH DOORS. 

 

 
Portage Public Schools - Technology and Training Center  
8107 Mustang Dr, Portage, Michigan 49002 
269.323.5100 
help@portageps.org  

 
Tech Training Website: http://techtraining.site.portageps.org 
PPS Tech Training and Integration Blog: http://ppstechtraining.blogspot.com/ 
Technology Integration SharePoint: 
https://sharepoint2.portageps.org/Curriculum/TechIntegration/default.aspx  
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